
John Middendorf  Rigging Resume 
AVAILABLE FOR VERTICAL CLIFF RIGGING AND FILMING JOBS 

CLIMBING EXPERIENCE 
•85 multi-day ascents worldwide (many first ascents), including 30 ascents of EL 
CAPITAN in Yosemite. 
•35 first ascents of desert spires, including two ascents of THE TOTEM POLE in 
Monument Valley. 
•Ascents include an ascent of CERRO TORRE  in Patagonia, and the first ascent 
with Xaver Bongard of The Grand Voyage on THE GREAT TRANGO TOWER, in 
the Pakistan Karakoram, recognised as the most technical and difficult ascent in 
the Himalaya to date. 

SELECTED PROFESSIONAL VERTICAL CLIFF RIGGING EXPERIENCE 

2000: DIRECTOR AND CAMERAMAN for "Baffin Island-Vertical Adventure”.
Location: Baffin Island.  Producer: Outdoor Life Network
Spent 14 days on a 2000-foot big wall with three climbers as cameraman for the 
the one hour TV documentary.

1995: CAMERAMAN AND RIGGER for BASE Jumping TV documentary.
Location: Colorado Plateau, Utah.  Producer: Outdoor Life Network.
Mike Graber awarded Emmy for shared footage.

1994: CLIFF RIGGER for television series, "Extreme". (3 days).
Location: Snow Canyon, Utah.  Producer: Alan Barnette/T. Chehak.   Director: Tony Hickox.
Rigging: Wiggins Aerial Rigging, Inc.

1994: HEAD CLIFF RIGGER AND CAMERAMAN for Reebok Commercial, "Nancy Feagin, Rock Climber" 
Location: Zion National Park.  Ad Agency: Leo Burnett USA.   Producer: G.M.S. (John Marshall).
Director/Cameraman: Peter Nydrle.

1993: HEAD CLIFF RIGGER for the ESPN Shield climb:  "Rock and Road" (11 days).
Location: El Capitan, Yosemite.  Producer: American Adventure Productions.  Camerman: Dan Mannix.
Director: Rick Ridgeway.
For seven days I climbed the Shield route on El Capitan with the cameraman, Dan Mannix, whom I continuously 
rigged in position above the climbing team. My job also required supervising 5 other riggers through radio contact.  
Rick Ridgeway has called this "the most complex vertical rigging job ever achieved for television", and Dan Mannix 
has received an Emmy for his footage.

1985: CLIFF RIGGER for ABC Sports one-hour special:  "The Lost Arrow Free Climb" (5 days).
Location: Yosemite Valley, California. Camera: Bev Johnson.
Director and Producer: Mike Hoover, Hoover Productions.
We rigged a variety of cliff shots on the 1200 foot Lost Arrow Spire while Ron Kauk and Jerry Moffat climbed. I was 
the main rigger for the final ABC Live Coverage television shots when the climbers approached the summit; it 
required careful timing and expert & safe cliff rigging skills.

1984: CLIFF RIGGER for Gillette Commercial:  "John Bachar, 'The Essence of Shaving'" (7 days).
Location: Yosemite Valley, California. 
Producer: BBDO Advertising Company (NY). 
Director: David Dwiggens. 
Camerman: Caleb Deschanel
Duties required expertise with vertical cliff and rope work, and included setting up many complicated vertical shots in 
which the cameraman was placed in various spots, with many ropes and anchors needing  to be set up in order to 
keep the crew safe while working near the edge of high cliffs.
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